The existence of an animal welfare/rights organisation depends largely on the generosity of its members and supporters, who make donations and bequests in the belief that the money they contribute will be used to better the lives of the animals they care so much about. But instead of handing over their hard earned cash, believing it will be put to good use, people should be asking questions about how their money is being spent; what projects or programmes have been initiated by the organisation and where and to whom money is being donated.

Recently, Beauty Without Cruelty was asked to take over the management of the South African Association Against Painful Experiments on Animals (SAAAPEA) and to administer its several million rand funds. Unfortunately, what at first seemed like a simple merger, soon became complicated by the imposition of conditions with which BWC could not comply.
 

At a meeting held in Johannesburg on 20th June, we were encouraged by the obvious approval of the SAAAPEA committee for the work that BWC does. 
 

In contrast, the SAAAPEA Chairperson displayed a pessimistic attitude towards the possibility of bettering the lives of animals in this country and this appears to be the driving force behind the organisation’s lack of action to date. It seems the policy of the organisation is to donate monies to overseas organisations and individuals and to some local groups that have absolutely no connection with the issue that SAAAPEA’s name indicates is its prime concern.
 

A proposal that BWC sign a contract to ensure that SAAAPEA’s funds would be distributed in accordance with their present policy was unacceptable. We will not agree to change our constitution in order to allow money that has been donated by the public, for the benefit of animals in this country, to be transferred to organisations and individuals overseas. We will not agree to sign contracts that are not beneficial to the animals in this country, nor will we risk having to pay a huge amount of tax on the transfer of such funds into our care, because of the existence of a binding contract. If no contract existed, no tax would be payable.
 

Because these “conditions” could not be accepted by BWC, we have since been informed by SAAAPEA Chairman, Rae Pearl, that the merger that was so enthusiastically endorsed by its own members, will not be going through and that the organisation will continue to be administered by its committee, no doubt in the same way as in the past.
 

At present SAAAPEA members’ money is being administered by a committee that, in our opinion, is out of touch with what is happening in animal welfare and animal rights, and by a Chairman who admits to being unaware that there is an Animal Protection Act in this country! SAAAPEA’s members and supporters need to take an interest in the running of the charity and to expect more from its administrators. 
 

There is so much that needs to be done for our animals and in light of this, sending money to overseas organisations and individuals is unacceptable.
 

